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The Limitations of Traditional AML Monitoring
Conventional AML transaction monitoring systems
were designed in an era when volumes were lower,

payment channels were simpler, and expectations

around data and analytics were more modest. Typically,

these systems are:

e Primarily rule-based, relying on pre-set thresholds
and scenarios

e Characterised by high false-positive rates, generating
large volumes of alerts that do not represent true risk

e Operationally inefficient, requiring considerable
human intervention and driving up cost

The result is a familiar pattern: overworked analysts,

alert fatigue, and a monitoring posture that struggles to

keep pace with increasingly sophisticated financial

crime.

How Al Changes the Monitoring Paradigm

Al and ML support a more dynamic, risk-sensitive

approach to transaction monitoring. Instead of rigid rules,

Al-enabled systems leverage a range of mechanisms

that collectively improve detection, efficiency, and

scalability:

1. Machine Learning Algorithms: ML models can
learn from historical data—alerts, investigations,
SARs—and continuously refine their understanding of
what constitutes truly suspicious behaviour. They can
identify non-linear patterns and combinations of
indicators that traditional scenarios simply cannot
capture.

2. Behavioural Analytics: Rather than assessing
transactions in isolation, Al tools construct behavioural
profiles over time—at customer, segment, or even
network level. Abrupt changes, anomalies, and
unexplained deviations become triggers for closer
review, aligning more closely with how money
launderers actually operate.

3. Natural Language Processing (NLP): NLP can
process unstructured data such as narrative fields,
KYC notes, open-source intelligence, and even internal
correspondence to enrich risk assessments and
investigations.

4. Real-Time Monitoring Engines: Al models
embedded in real-time or near-real-time engines
enable earlier detection of suspicious activity, giving
institutions the opportunity to intervene before losses
escalate or regulatory breaches occur.

5. Risk Scoring and Prioritisation: By aggregating
factors—customer risk, transaction behaviour,
geography, products, counterparties—Al systems assign
risk scores that help teams prioritise the most material
alerts. This supports a more strategic allocation of scarce
compliance resources.

Key AML Typologies Addressed by Al

With adequate data and proper model design,

Al-enabled transaction monitoring can address a broad

range of money-laundering typologies, including:

e High-risk jurisdictions and cross-border activity:
Patterns of movement into and out of sanctioned or
high-risk countries, including complex routing through
multiple intermediaries.

¢ Domestic funnel accounts and pass-through
activity: Rapid in-and-out flows through personal or
business accounts that act as conduits rather than
genuine operating accounts.

e Shell companies: Entities with opaque ownership
structures, limited legitimate business activity and
transaction flows inconsistent with their stated profile.

e Structuring or smurfing: Breaking down large
amounts into smaller transactions designed to avoid
reporting thresholds.

e Money muling: Third-party accounts used, knowingly
or unknowingly, to move illicit funds on behalf of
organised crime groups.

As data quality improves and institutions integrate
additional sources (KYC, trade data, device data), the
typology coverage and sophistication of Al models can

increase correspondingly.
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The Business Case: Benefits of Al in Transaction

Monitoring

For financial institutions, the business case for Al in

AML monitoring rests on both risk reduction and

tangible operational gains. Properly implemented, Al

can deliver benefits in several key dimensions:

1. Operational Efficiency

v Significant reductions in false positives, often up to
90% in some implementations

v/ Automated alert triage and prioritisation, which
reduces manual triage and review effort

2. Cost Savings

v Fewer hours spent on low-value manual reviews

v' Lower overall expenditure on investigating and
closing false alerts

v" Reduced exposure to regulatory fines as the quality
and consistency of monitoring improves

3. Improved Detection

v Enhanced capability to uncover complex, previously
unknown patterns of money laundering and fraud

v Adaptive learning as the models are retrained with
new data and typologies

4. Scalability

v Ability to handle rising transaction volumes and new
channels without linear increases in headcount

v Flexibility to respond to new products, regulatory
demands, and market expansion

5. Faster Response Times

v Near-real-time risk assessments that enable earlier
internal escalation and reporting

v Reduced financial loss and reputational damage
when issues are caught earlier in the lifecycle

A hypothetical “Alpha Bank” illustration highlights the

potential: false positives reduced from 95% to 20%,

analyst time per alert cut from 30 minutes to 5 minutes,

a 60% reduction in compliance headcount, and material

declines in fraud losses and regulatory fines.

Understanding the Cost Side of the Equation

While the benefits are compelling, institutions must

approach Al adoption with a clear view of the cost

components and their ongoing obligations:

1. Initial Investment

v’ Platform licensing or bespoke development

v Infrastructure upgrades such as cloud services,
secure data storage, and connectivity

v Integration with existing core banking, case
management, and data warehouses

2. Training and Talent

v Recruitment of data scientists, ML engineers, and
model risk specialists

v Upskilling of existing compliance and audit staff to
understand model outputs and limitations

3. Ongoing Maintenance

v Periodic model retraining, validation, and recalibration

v Continuous regulatory compliance reviews and
internal audit oversight

v’ System patching, upgrades and support arrangements

4. Data Privacy and Model Risk

v’ Controls around the handling of large volumes of
sensitive personal and transactional data

v Cost of addressing model bias, drift, and
miscalibration

v Investment in robust model-risk-management
frameworks and governance

This is not a one-off technology purchase; it is a
long-term operating commitment that must be embedded
into the institution’s broader risk-management framework.

Ready to peek into the future of AML, where Al takes
sparks your curiosity, then you definitely d

m rule books to real-time risk intelligence? If this
want to miss our upcoming workshop!

Scan the QR code on page 7 and save your seat before it's gone.

Workshop: Anti-Money Laundering and Financial Crime: Opportunities, Risks and Challenges

Date: Jan. 14th, 2026 | Facilitator: Ms. Candice Hu

| Time: 9:00 am — 4:00 pm | Delivery: Online
CPD Hours: 6

Cost: $2,000.00 plus
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IBF S Educahonal Programme Opportunlhes

Chartered Banker MBA

The only qualification in the world combining
an MBA and Chartered Banker status from
a leading Business School in the U.K.

s ~ Applications are now invited for the April

Appllcatlons mwted for Spring 2026

* Chartered Banker MBA
* Financial Crime & Compliance MBA
» Postgraduate Certificate in Bank

Management & Technology
« Single Module Study

N J
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2026 intake. Deadline for Registration:

N March 30th, 2026.

Contact us for registration details and discount
opportunities for the upcoming intake at

4 marketing@ibf.org.tt or info@ibf.org.tt or via

our wesbite at www.ibf.org.tt

FlnanC|aI Crime & Compliance MBA

I Albert Gubay Business School is the only institution globally that can offer
the Financial Crime & Compliance MBA (FCCMBA), a "Master in Business
Administration" (Financial Intelligence Specialist). This ground breaking
qualification allows you to gain an MBA together with the professional
designation of Financial Intelligence Specialist (FIS). Awarded in partnership
with ManchesterCF, global providers of financial intelligence training.
Financial Intelligence Specialist (FIS) designation sets a new standard in the
world of financial intelligence.

The Financial Crime & Compliance MBA is delivered by means of distance
learning and on a part-time basis. The programme can be studied from any
location with a good internet connection. The material covers areas of anti
money laundering in different contexts, anti-corruption and compliance with
sanctions and financial and environmental crime informed by the UN
Principles for Sustainable Banking, the programme focuses on constraining
crime and terrorism through the diligence of financial institutions.

The FCCMBA experience brings together high-level skills and knowledge
from an internationally recognized university and centre of research
excellence with global specialists in financial intellicence and compliance.

Contact IBF for further details on registration and eligibility for this
intake: marketing@ibf.org.tt or info@ibf.org.tt or via our wesbite at
www.ibf.org.tt

EXECUTIVE EDUCATION
ALBERT GUBAY BUSINESS SCHOOL

: : ; BANGOR
Financial Crime
& Compliance @ oo
Setting new standards in the
world of financial intelligence ) Py

2
PO Apply now for Spring 2026 mtak’ » /
3 3"’; marketing@ibf.org.tt =

(868) 321~ 9330

Applications are now invited for the
April 2026 intake.
Deadline for Registration: March 30th, 2026.
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IBF's Educational Programme Opportunities

EXECUTIVE EDUCATION
ALBERT GUBAY BUSINESS SCHOOL

AT CertBMT supports the

UNIVERSITY development of fundamental
. ge . Chartered Banker : ; :

Bank Management & Technology dealing with an evolving digital

Fast-track study route to banking world, and builds the
Chartered Banker designation T capability of today and tomorrow’s
1 banking professionals. It leads to
_—— [T171 | the prestigious Chartered Banker

Applications are now invited for the April 2026 intake. T1 Designation as well as
Deadline for Registration: March 30th,2026. — | —7 e -
| L TE providing an accelerated route to

- the Chartered Banker MBA.

(% Apply now for Spring 2026 intake —
,,?5',: marketing@ibf.org.tt %:_ |
B (368) 321-9330 [ T e A DTS | | ]
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CERTIFIED INTERNATIONAL RISK
MANAGER (CIRM)

This programme is created to assist banking and finance professionals to develop
competencies in international risk management. The Certified International Risk
Manager Programme (CIRM) is internationally accredited by the Chartered Banker
Institute (CBI). Upon completion, CIRM Graduates will be capable of analysing a
variety of enterprise wide risks in order to make sound risk mitigation strategy
decisions. "

"Becoming a Certified International Risk Manager transformed my
ability to turn uncertainty into strategic advantage. As a professional
working in Banking and Finance for the past 11 years, | feel confident
and equipped with a stronger foundation in risk management, and |
am proud to be part of a network of professionals committed to
excellence. | highly recommend this programme to anyone seeking to
advance their career in finance and risk management.”

REHANNA RAMROOP

SUPERVISOR Il - FOREX/GROUP TREASURY
REPUBLIC BANK LIMITED * * * * *
Contact us for further details
REGISTRATION IS OPEN FOR THE APRILTI™ 2026 INTAKE & affordable payment plan

PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE options!
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PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATE
FOR FINANCIAL ADVISORS
(CERT.FA)

An internationally accredited self-study programme that equips
finance professionals with the necessary skills required to provide
sound financial advice to clients.

10% Early Bird Discount
for New Enrolments for

[BecomelSpecialized|infonelofitheselthree|(3)[fields3 Cert. FA. Offer
2R o LOEERIRES, Fee e - ends Jan 30th 2026.

‘Completion of the Professional Certificate for Financial Advisors
(CertFa) Programme with the Institute of Banking and Finance of
Trinidad and Tobago has strengthened my technical proficiency,
leadership capabilities, and regulatory awareness, enhancing my
overall effectiveness as a supervisor.”

Marsha Elizabeth Basant
Supervisor - Sales and Service

Trinidad and Tobago Unit Trust Corporation

* ok Kk k k

ﬁ EXAMINATION DATE: APRIL 25™ 2026
83(1) REGISTRATION DEADLINE: FEBRUARY 20™ 2026

L

DIPLOMA IN BANKING (DIB) P
PROGRAMME

TARGET AUDIENCE
The DIB Programme is ideal for bankers and anyone interested in

pursuing a career in Banking.

DIB graduates without CAPE/GCE Advanced level passes are
also eligible for admission to the UWI St. Augustine to pursue
any undergraduate degree in the Faculty of Social Sciences.

Obtain an industry-recgonized professional qualification that
can improve opportunities for career-advancement.

Self-study format, beneficial for busy professionals.

E;;ﬁ EXAMINATION PERIOD: APRIL27™ - MAY 1°7, 2026

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: FEBRUARY 20™ 2026

Ideal for busy professionals!
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IBF’s List of Training Topics 2026

Anti-Money Laundering and Financial Crime: Opportunities, Risks and Challenges
Date: Jan. 14th, 2026; Facilitator: Ms. Candice Huggins; Time: 9:00 am - 4:00 pm;
Delivery: Online; Cost: $2,000.00 plus VAT; CPD Hours: 6

Supervisory Excellence: Driving Team Efficiency and Success
Date: Jan. 20th, 2026, Facilitator: Ms. La-Toya Giriffith; Time: 9:00 am - 4:00 pm;

;  In. , . : : ANTI-MONEY LAUNDERING
Delivery: In- person; Cost: $2,000.00 plus VAT; CPD Hours: 6 AND FINANCIAL CRIME

EMERGING TRENDS, RISKS & CHALLENGES

Professional Makeover: Strategies for Work and Life Effectiveness ONE (1) DAY WORKSHOP

Date: Jan. 28th, 2026; Facilitator: Ms. Joel-Ann Cook-Walcott: Time: 8:30 am - 4:00 pm;  [Pinsibatmuititinnetifiiissississ
Delivery: In- person; Cost: $2,100.00 plus VAT; CPD Hours:6.5 Ceenthen complanc s i el b,
Credit Analysis and Loan Assessment for Microfinance Lending T e, EI%
Dates: Feb. 25th & 2éth, 2026; Facilitator: Mr. Andre Falby; Time: 8:30 am - 4:00 pm; and financial services sector, 3 ;
Delivery: In-person; Cost: $2,625.00 plus VAT; CPD Hours: 6.5 L e

banks, credit unions, and investment Scan with QR Code App
firms. to download full brochure

Debt Recovery and Delinquency Management
Dates: March 25th & 2éth, 2026; Facilitator: Mr. Andre Falby; Time: 8:30 am - 4:00 pm; I o e sharm el @ sezsovatincushe
Delivery: In-person; Cost: $2,625.00 plus VAT; CPD Hours: 6.5

— X %

* Adminisirafive Professionals Training ¢ Boosting Productivity ¢ Business Wriing and Communication
* Change Management ¢ Coaching and Mentoring ¢ Conflict Management: Practical Techniques for Leaders
* Credling an Inclusive Culture: Building a Respeciful Workplace ¢ Customer-Cenfric Sirategies for Exceptional
Engagement e« Customer Service ¢ Equipping Supervisors to Drive Efficiency & Success
* Interviewing Skills & Tips * Leading at Every Level: Leadership Program for Managers & Supervisors
* People Management in the Age of Al  « Supervisory Training

.

-

* Advanced Treasury Management ¢ AML/CFT for Non-Profit Organizations ¢ Analysing Financial Siatements
* Anti-Money Laundering/Counter Financing of Terorism ¢ Credit Analysis & Loan Assessment for Microfinance
Lending e Credit Assessment and Proposal Writing ¢ Debt Recovery and Delinquency Management
* Enferprise IT Securily & Cyber Security in the Cloud  Enterprise Risk Management ¢ Project Management
* Environmental, Social & Govemance Fundamentals ¢ Ethics for Financial Service Providers ¢ Financial Planning
* Foreign Exchange and Derivatives ¢ Infroduction to Accounting & Finance for Non-Financial Professionals
* Investment Management ¢ Mastering Policy Development: A Practical Guide to Clarity & Compliance

%/Dlmg aO%M?A pﬂfe% ) §§INSTITUTE OF BANKING AND FINANCE
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Please be advised that our office located on: | CO ntq Ct U S

Level 1Invader's Bay Tower , Invaders Bay,
Off Audrey Jeffers Highway,
Port of Spain
would be closed from:

Office Hours: Monday - Friday
from 8:00a.m. - 4:00p.m.

Thursday 25th December, 2025 - Friday January 2nd, 2026 @ """ Level 1, Invader’s Bay Tower,
S Off Audrey Jeffers Highway, POS

: 5 - 868.235.6291 /
g 5/’%0” g, W@M% \ . 868.321.9330 (Direct Adminisiration line)
the =

from the Management and Staff of info@ibf #
Institute of Banking and Finance of Trinidad and Tobago n =
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